
Christian Morales is a “Dreamer.” 
The 20-year-old was born in

Mexico, came to the United States as a
7-year-old, graduated from Brighton
High School two years ago, works at
Cold Stone Creamery and is attending
Community College of Denver en
route to a degree in marketing and
public relations.
All of that was made possible by

his own drive to succeed in the city
and state he calls home and the
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals immigration policy.
“It allows me to have a work per-

mit, a chance to get in-state tuition
and a driver’s license – and to pay
taxes,” he said.
The reality is that he has done more

than the average U.S. citizen: He has
served his community as both a
youth member and now an adult
member of the Brighton Youth
Commission, the group that brings us
the Youth Image Summit later this
week; S.P.E.A.K. (suicide prevention
and awareness) Week  later this
spring; and more; and has been an
intern for the city’s Streets and Fleet
Department.
He is on track to receive his mas-

ter’s degree at age 24. 
Morales will be one of the panel of

Brighton ‘Dreamer’ on March 17 program
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Today

9:30-10:15 a.m. – Baby Bounce, Anythink Brighton; time
with your little one for songs, rhymes and stories for
babies and their caregivers. For birth-23 months. 

11 a.m.-noon – Drop-in Tech Help, Anythink Brighton;
one-on-one tech help; discuss email, resumés, Internet
searching, e-readers or ask any tech question; all ages.

2-3:30 p.m. – Free Legal Self-Help Clinic, Anythink
Brighton; the Access to Justice Committee offers a free
legal self-help clinic on the first Tuesday of the month;
ideal for customers who don’t have legal representation
and need help navigating various legal issues via remote
Internet access. RSVP required; call 303-405-3298.

4-5 p.m. – STEAM Tuesdays, Anythink Brighton; LEGO
Club – Explore science, technology, engineering and math
through LEGOS®; grades K-5. RSVP. 

5:45-6:30 p.m. – Pilates Mat Class, Platte Valley Medical
Center, Suite 130 Plaza 1, strengthen and tone abdomi-
nals, hips and shoulders, increase flexibility, stamina,
improve overall fitness; taught by licensed physical thera-
pist, certified Pilates instructor; $9, RSVP 303-498-1840.

6-7:30 p.m. – Drawing Portraits, Anythink Brighton, 6-
7:30 p.m.; Learn to draw facial features, beginners wel-
come; for adults. Registration suggested.  

7 p.m. – Bible Study Fellowship, Men’s group at Zion
Congregational Church on 27th Ave.; Women’s group at
Brighton United Methodist Church on Eighth Ave.; interde-
nominational, in-depth Bible study. All welcome. For info,
call Kristen, 303-654-0972, or Caroline, 303-659-4686.

Wednesday

9:30-10:15 a.m. – Baby Bounce, Anythink Brighton;
songs, rhymes, stories – babies to 23 months, caregivers

10-11 a.m. and 11 a. m.-noon – STEM in the Morning:
Fabric and Fiber Inventions, Anythink Brighton; use a
sewing machine and other textile techniques to make
one-of-a-kind projects; for ages 5 and up. Adult helpers
required for children ages 10 and under. RSVP online. 

10:30-11:30 a.m. – Primetime for Preschoolers,
Anythink Brighton; stories, finger plays, songs and other
fun activities just for preschoolers, ages 3-5.

2:30-4:30 p.m. – After-School Get Together, Anythink
Brighton; Join friends and family. Grades K-5. 

3-5 p.m. – Tabletop Gaming Club, Anythink Brighton;
Free Play – Play games or roll your character; journey
into the world of designing and playing tabletop gaming.
Students in grades 6-12.

Thursday

9:30-10 a.m. – Music & Movement, Anythink Brighton;
Sing, dance, and play some basic instruments; ages 2-6.

10-11 a.m. – Story Lab, Anythink Brighton; Discover the
world of story through reading, writing and storytelling; for
kids in grades 3-8.

10:15-11 a.m. – Cuento Time, Anythink Brighton; story
time featuring books, songs, rhymes and play in English
and Spanish; for ages 2-6. .

10:45 a.m. – Healthy Tips, Eagle View Adult Center,
Betty Stephenson shares the most recent research about
nutrition and healthy eating.

12:15-12:50 p.m. – Yoga, Platte Valley Medical Center,
Suite 130; $6; certified instructor. Bring your mat.

Brighton window

TM

Members of the Platte Valley Players' children's theater troupe sing and dance their
way through two Disney classics this weekend – Lion King Kids and Madagascar Jr.
(including Melman the Giraffe and Alex the Lion, featured above) – at the Armory
Performing Arts Center. Shows are 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. on
Saturday afternoon. Tickets available at PlatteValleyPlayers.org. Photo courtesy of PVP    
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Larry K. Felton, 87, of Brighton, died March 1.
Memorial service, 11 a.m. Wednesday at Tabor-Rice
Funeral Home. Interment to follow the service at Fort
Logan National Cemetery, staging area B at 1:30 p.m.
Full obit Tabor-Rice.

Joan Y. (Cole) Breternitz, 82, Brighton, died March 1
at home after a brief illness. She was born in
Townsend, Wis., to Jacketta (Burt) Cole and Victor
Cole. Joan graduated from St. Joseph’s Academy,
Green Bay, in 1953. She moved to the Denver area in
1961 where she worked as a bookkeeper for several
businesses including a Ford dealership and the
Denver Merchandise Mart. She and her late husband,
Bill A. Breternitz, retired in 1996 and moved to La Veta
in southern Colorado. Joan and Bill loved their view of
the majestic Spanish Peaks. She is survived by her
children J. Scott Leurquin, New York, N.Y.; Nina (Mike)
Kelly of Brighton; Julie Shoemaker, Albuquerque,
N.M.; Christopher (Debbie) Leurquin, Appleton, Wis.;
and Dawn Bascue, Denver; five grandchildren; and 11
great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Bill; brother Bruce Cole; and a great-
grandchild, Noah Jones. A memorial service will be
held later this summer.

Nellie M. Trujillo, 89, of Brighton, died Feb. 27. She
was born in Delta to Jose Trujillo. Nellie was a
Brighton resident since she married her husband, Tony
Trujillo, in 1945. She was a member of Saint
Augustine Catholic Church. Nellie worked at
Samsonite Luggage in Denver for 11 years, and vari-
ous places in Brighton. Nellie loved making her six
children’s fashionable attire. Nellie was preceded in
death by her husband, Anthony J. Trujillo Sr. Survivors
include her children, Teri Sanchez of Thornton;
Anthony Trujillo Jr. of Thornton; Julie Trujillo of Auburn,
Wash.; Christopher (Ilene) Trujillo of Curlew, Wash.;
Carol (Michael) Garcia of Kent, Wash.; son-in-law Jim

DeBello of Westminster; 15 grandchildren; 48 great-
grandchildren; two great-great grandchildren; sister
Virginia (Jim) Morales of Ontario, Calif.; and brothers
Joseph Trujillo of Thornton, and Jake (Patty) Trujillo of
Tucson, Ariz. Mass of Christian burial, 10:30 a.m.
Friday at Saint Augustine Catholic Church. Internet to
follow at Elmwood Cemetery. Full obit Tabor-Rice.

Walter L. Stonehocker, 93, of Brighton, died peace-
fully Feb. 25 at his farm in Brighton surrounded by his
family. He was born in Denver to James Alfred
Stonehocker and Mary Elizabeth McAndrews. A life-
long farmer, Walt developed a strong work ethic as
well as a deep appreciation and passion for the land,
water, and livestock. He lived his life based on the val-
ues established by faith, family and hard work. In
1958, Walt married Roswitha (Wottge), a farmer’s
daughter born in Germany, who immigrated to the
United States in 1952. In 1967, when Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic Church in Eastlake closed, Walt and
Rose became founding members of Immaculate Heart
of Mary Catholic Church in Northglenn. Beyond his
ongoing work as a farmer, in 1945, Walt became a
charter member of West Adams County Volunteer Fire
Department and had helped build the Eastlake fire-
house. He continued to serve as a volunteer firefighter
for more than 30 years, during which he served as
captain, assistant chief and chief. For two years, he
also served as the Law and Legislative Chairman of
the Colorado State Fireman’s Association. In January
1971, Walt was one of four men who formed a small
partnership called Ecological Engineering Systems
(EES). He and Rose took a huge risk to invest in an
idea one of the men had when he looked out the

kitchen window of Walt and Rose’s home and noticed
two flares in the far distance to the east. He had
remarked, “Someone should process all that gas.”
Soon after, the four men were meeting on weekends
over several months. They would meet at the farm and
drive out in the country looking at the flares and wells
and discussed starting the business. On June 28,
1971, they each wrote a check, making the initial
investment necessary to form EES. After many years
of hard work and commitment, EES eventually
became Western Gas Resources, and in 1987 the
company went public. The company’s long run ended
on June 24, 2006, when it agreed to be acquired by
Anadarko Petroleum Corp. Walt worked as an execu-
tive and member of the board the entire time the com-
pany had existed and at the company’s peak, it
employed nearly 900 people. Survivors include his
wife, Roswitha; seven children Dr. William (Terri),
Renee (Gary) Schwark, Michael (Robin), Heidi, Lori
(Mark) Quick, Linda (William) Marty, and Mark (Tracy);
and 17 grandchildren. Interment, 10 a.m. today at
Elmwood Cemeter. Memorial contributions suggested
to Colorado Fallen Firefighters Foundation, P.O. Box
470097, Aurora, 80047-0097 or online at
www.cofff.org.
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speakers March 17 in the Armory,
when Brighton’s Diversity, Equity and
Inclusivity Council holds its second
event, a discussion about immigra-
tion.
Leading the program is Roxana

Bacon, past chief counsel of the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Service
(2009-10) in the Department of
Homeland Security. 
She will speak about immigration

law and policies, and DACA will be
one of those topics. The policy also
protects those child immigrants under
the program from being deported.
Late last year, Morales asked the

Brighton City Council to support
DACA to help others who came to the
U.S. as children and now seek the
benefits to participate in American
society. He asked for that same sup-
port from U.S. Sens. Cory Gardner
and Michael Bennet.
One of those benefits for Morales is

full-tuition scholarship he earned
from TheDream.us.
“I won the scholarship my senior

year in high school,” he said.
The March 17 event, about the

Basics of U.S. Citizenship and immi-
gration law, begins at 9:15 a.m. with
registration, followed by Bacon’s talk,
community member perspectives and
a Q&A.
Admission is free, but tickets are

required through EventBrite:
Demystifying US Citizenship –
Brighton. 
Event sponsors include the Greater

Brighton Chamber of Commerce,
Front Range Community College,
Greysn Media Design, the Aurora
Chamber of Commerce, Brighton
Economic Development Corp., TBK
Bank, The Armory Performing Arts
Center, Almost Home, United Power
and School District 27J. 
For more information, contact the

Diversity, Equity and Inclusivity
Council of Brighton on Facebook.
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