
School District 27J confirmed
Monday that it will break from tradi-
tion and operate with a four-day
school week, beginning in August.
According to a 27J news release, a

four-day student-contact week will
allow schools to:
• Create a schedule that acts as an

enticement for recruiting and retain-

ing quality teachers;
• Create a schedule that meets 27J

Schools’ teaching and learning needs
yet creates budget efficiencies that
allow for the reallocation of resources
to items more critical to our primary
purpose;
• Reorganize and create time to

support teacher development and
preparedness for educating our stu-
dents;
• Create a school calendar that ele-
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Today

9:30-10:15 a.m. – Baby Bounce, Anythink Brighton;
songs, rhymes, stories; babies to 23 months, caregivers.

10 a.m.-2 p.m. – Medicare Counseling, Eagle View
Adult Center, by appointment; one-on-one help with a
specially-trained SHIP counselor Ann Brothers; call Evon
at 303-655-2079 for appointment, free.

11 a.m.-noon – Drop-in Tech Help, Anythink Brighton;
one-on-one tech help; discuss email, resumés, Internet
searching, e-readers or ask any tech question; all ages.

3-4 p.m. – Stroke Survivor’s Group, Platte Valley
Medical Center Conference Room B, and ...

Stroke Caregivers Group, Platte Valley Medical Center
Conference Room C; Groups for patients who have expe-
rienced a stroke, and the families who care for them; sup-
port, education and community. Separate support groups
for survivors and caretakers address your individual
needs. To learn more, call Amanda Tarr at 303-498-1873.
No need to RSVP, just come in.

4-5 p.m. – STEAM Tuesdays, Anythink Brighton; Barr
Lake Ranger Talk – Learn about a natural facet from Barr
Lake State Park; grades K-5. RSVP. 

5:45-6:30 p.m. – Pilates Mat Class, Platte Valley Medical
Center, Suite 130 Plaza 1, strengthen and tone abdomi-
nals, hips and shoulders, increase flexibility, stamina,
improve overall fitness; taught by licensed physical thera-
pist, certified Pilates instructor ; $9, RSVP 303-498-1840.

6-7:30 p.m. – Spring Flowers, Anythink Brighton, make
a small flower arrangement; for adults. RSVP suggested.

6:30 p.m. – Full Moon Walk, Barr Lake State Park;
Spring is Sprung – a short, brisk evening walk with a park
naturalist, for adults and families with children ages 6 and
up; space limited, RSVP 303-659-6005. $7 daily or annual
parks pass required.

7 p.m. – Bible Study Fellowship, Men’s group at Zion
Congregational Church on 27th Ave.; Women’s group at
Brighton United Methodist Church on Eighth Ave.; interde-
nominational, in-depth Bible study. All welcome. For info,
call Kristen, 303-654-0972, or Caroline, 303-659-4686.

Wednesday

9:30-10:15 a.m. – Baby Bounce, Anythink Brighton;
songs, rhymes and stories for babies and their caregivers;
for ages birth-23 months. 

10-11:30 a.m. – Brighton Book Lovers, Anythink
Brighton; Dangerous Ground: My Friendship with a Serial
Killer by M. William Phelps; adults. RSVP suggested.

10:30-11:30 a.m. – Primetime for Preschoolers,
Anythink Brighton; stories, finger plays, songs and other
fun activities just for preschoolers; for ages 3-5.

2:30-4:30 p.m. – After-School Get Together, Anythink
Brighton; Join friends and family for after-school activities;
for students in grades K-5.

3-5 p.m. – Tabletop Gaming Club, Anythink Brighton;
Free Play – Play games or roll your character; journey
into the world of designing and playing tabletop gaming;
for students in grades 6-12. 

6:30 p.m. – Eating for Weight loss, Brighton Recreation
Center Room 102, 555 N. 11th Ave., join nutritionist
Stephanie Ashby for a free seminar to learn the facts
about eating for weight loss. 
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Immigration attorney Roxana Bacon, past chief counsel of the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Service (2009-10) in the Department of Homeland Security, discusses
American immigration law, its history and current related issues and policies on
Saturday during the second Diversity, Equity and Inclusiveness Council forum, held
at the Armory Performing Arts Center. The session also included School District 27J
Student Advocate Anthony Espinosa and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
"dreamer" Christian Morales, of Brighton.
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vates instructional time and mini-
mizes disruptions to school staff; and�
• Achieve those objectives through

a schedule that is clean, clear, and
concise, making it less difficult for
families to manage. 
“I realize this will be a significant

change for our students, their fami-
lies, and the communities we are so
fortunate to serve, but our district can
no longer be expected to do more
with less financial resources,” School
Superintendent  Chris Fiedler said.
“We are 100 percent committed to
providing our students with the nec-
essary skills and competencies that

will enable a future far beyond gradu-
ation. 
“To that end, I believe it is in our

students’ best interest to provide
high-quality, engaged teachers using
21st-century tools for learning four
days a week rather than not have
them five days a week.” 
27J Schools spent several months

exploring all aspects of a four-day
student-contact week and its effects
for its nearly 18,000 students, their
teachers, parents and the community.
Multiple conversations and communi-
ty forums were held to explain what a
four-day week would look like and
what it would achieve, the release
stated. 
The district reviewed questions,

concerns and suggestions received
from the community and incorporat-
ed all feedback into the decision-mak-
ing process. One example was a fer-
vent request from parents for child
care to be available for Pre-K through
Grade 5 students on Mondays. The
District listened and will provide fee-
based, full-day child care – on
Mondays – at several school locations. 
Currently, 98 school districts in

Colorado, constituting 55 percent of
the 178 school districts, plus one
Boards of Cooperative Educational
Services-operated school and select
schools of the Charter School Institute
use the four-day school week as the
structure for organizing their school
year. 
“27J Schools is committed to

preparing students with the necessary
skills and competencies that will
enable a future far beyond gradua-
tion,” the news release stated.
The district has provided more

information in a report you can find
through the following link:
Guide to four-day week.
That “flip book” included the fol-

lowing paragraph:
“Colorado law requires any district

offering (fewer) than 160 days of
school to obtain prior permission
from the Commissioner of Education.

School District 27J has submitted its
application for the four-day school-
week calendar to the Colorado
Department of Education. We believe
our district’s application meets all of
the requirements for submission and
we are optimistic that our application
will be approved, as districts that
have met application requirements
historically have been approved.”
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Now playing
AMC Theatres in Brighton Pavilions
Love, Simon PG13 • Tomb Raider PG13 • A Wrinkle in
Time PG • The Hurricane Heist PG13 • Strangers Prey at
Night R • Gringo R • Red Sparrow R • Death Wish R •
Game Night R • Peter Rabbit PG • Black Panther PG13 •
Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle PG13 

Cathy J. (Sweetman) Heydorn, 59, of Henderson,
died March 10. She was born in Denver to James
(Jim) and Betty Sweetman. She lived in Henderson
most of her life. She graduated from high school and
studied child psychology two years before having her
first two children, Shannon and Shawn. About three
years later she married Don Heydorn and moved to
Arizona. She had her third and last child, Kristopher.
She and Don were married about 13 years and raised
the kids in Arizona. Shortly after they went their sepa-
rate ways, Cathy returned to Henderson, where she
began working for the family business. She had the
joy of all three of her children working there at some
point. She loved being a mom and a grandmother.
She was preceded in death by her brother, Jerry;
grandson Patrick; and her ex-husband Don. Survivors
include brothers Jimmy and  Kevin; children Shannon
(David) Wakefield, Shawn (Samantha) Sweetman, and
Kristopher (Caitlin) Heydorn, and 12 grandchildren.
Memorial service, 11 a.m. Saturday at Tabor-Rice
Funeral Home. Full obit Tabor-Rice

Haley Rose McMahill, 20, of Brighton, died March 4.
Service, 11 a.m., today, at Zion Lutheran Church.

Peggy Ann Mills, 71, of Brighton, died March 14.
Graveside services, 10 a.m. Wednesday at Elmwood
Cemetery. Full obit Tabor-Rice.

Ronald Eugene Richards, 86, of Brighton, died
March 7. Memorial service, 11 a.m. March 31 at Tabor
Rice Funeral Home. Full obit Tabor-Rice.
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